Dear Members of Congress,

We, the 662 undersigned faith leaders and 155 faith-based organizations and congregations,
write to express our profound concern and opposition to measures proposed in the “Emergency
National Security Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2024” that will further restrict access to
asylum, arbitrarily close the border, and turn away families and individuals seeking safety and
refuge in the United States. The bill includes permanent, harmful changes to our humanitarian
protection system that far outweigh its provisions designed to support those seeking safety or
effectively manage the border. It is imperative that we uphold our moral duty to welcome the
stranger, extend compassion to those in need, and treat individuals with dignity and respect.

While we recognize the need to improve the humanitarian protection system, we firmly reject the
proposed measures. This legislation would exacerbate the humanitarian and operational
challenges at the border, place obstacles that severely restrict the right to seek protection,
undermine the right to due process in immigration proceedings, and expand immigrant detention,
deportations and the militarization of the border to unprecedented levels.

Passing this legislation risks separating families, returning asylum seekers to the very harm they
fled in violation of non-refoulement, and increasing the chances that migrants, including women
and children, are subject to exploitation, severe violence, and even death in countries of transit
and return. Asylum seekers already navigate complex procedures and articulate fear claims after
traumatic experiences, with little to no legal assistance. Making this process harder will result in
the deportation of many with legitimate asylum claims.

We recognize that this legislation contains language on family immigration, permanent
protections for Afghans, unaccompanied children, and Ukrainians fleeing war. However,
exchanging protections for some immigrant populations at the expense of others would
ultimately harm the very people this legislation purports to protect.

Coming from diverse faith communities, we believe it is our collective responsibility to work
together for policies that uphold the rights and dignity of all people, regardless of their race,
religion, or place of birth. This legislation goes against some of our most fundamental faith
teachings and values, which at their core affirm the humanity and dignity of all those seeking
refuge in the U.S. The legislation also does not meaningfully address the underlying root causes
that drive displacement and force people from their homes.

The United States should, as a matter of shared interest, promote a fair and compassionate vision
for migration management with its global partners. Action taken on migration should include
responsibility and accountability for harmful U.S. foreign and economic policies that have
contributed to the spiraling violence and poverty from which people are fleeing for their lives.
Nationally, we must focus on efforts that advance just and humane solutions, like those offered by
our faith communities, that reflect our nation’s values and commitments. We are united in our
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resolve to uphold our shared faith principles of compassion, justice, and hospitality toward those
in need.

We call on you to employ moral and principled judgment by supporting policies that respect the
humanity and dignity of every individual who seeks refuge and better opportunities in our
country.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. We are ready to work with you in pursuit of a
more humane and compassionate immigration system that reflects the best of who we are as a
nation.

Sincerely,
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Ursuline Sisters of Youngstown
We Are All America

Faith leaders

Adele Solari, Sister of Saint Joseph
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Reverend Mary P Foran, Unitarian Universalist
Reverend Michael Corso
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Reverend Rosa G. Manriquez, IHM
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Rex Dean, Spiritual Writer

Rita Birzer, Sister Rita Birzer OP
Roland Fernandes
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Sister Ann Casper
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Sister Antoinette Gutzler, MM
Sister Ardath C Blake

Sister Audrey Rose Koch, CSJ
Sister Barbara Bluntzer, SP
Sister Barbara G. Stanbridge
Sister Barbara Helen Hansen
Sister Barbara Nixon

Sister Barbara Reder, SP
Sister Barbara Sheehan

Sister Beatrice Haines

Sister Benita Coffey, OSB, Retired
Sister Benita Coffey, Retired
Sister Bernadine Karge, OP
Sister Betty Koressel, SP
Sister Bonnie McMenamin
Sister Bridget Connor, GNSH, Ed. D.
Sister Caritas Foster

Sister Carmella Campione
Sister Carol Brenner

Sister Carol De Angelo

Sister Carol Lesch

Sister Carol Monzon, OP
Sister Carol Nolan, SP

Sister Carol Wetli

Sister Carole Blazina, SC, Vice President
Sister Carole Kimes, SP
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Sister Catherine Fitzgibbon, csj
Sister Catherine Noecker, OSF
Sister Catherine Sheehan
Sister Catherine Soley

Sister Cecilia Calva

Sister Cecilia Cyford, SSJ
Sister Cecilia La Pietra

Sister Celeste Schoppy

Sister Celia Deutsch

Sister Christine Bowmanc
Sister Christine Kunze

Sister Christine Schenk, CSJ
Sister Claire Whalen

Sister Colette Hanlon
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Sister Connie Trainor, SSJ
Sister Constance Kramer, SP
Sister Constance L Kemner
Sister Constance Marie Suchala, Community coordinator
Sister Constance Touey

Sister Danielle Bonetti, CSJ
Sister Diana Dolce, S.S.J.

Sister Diane Clyne

Sister Diane Rabe, OSB

Sister Dolores A, Schneider
Sister Dominica Lo Bianco, OSF
Sister Donna Butler, SP

Sister Doreen Glynn, CSJ

Sister Dorothy Gartland, SP
Sister Dorothy Schuette, OSB
Sister Dr. Mary Jo Curtsinger
Sister Edith Schneider

Sister Editha Ben, SP

Sister Eileen T. McGovern
Sister Eileen O'Keeffe

Sister Eilis McCulloh, HM

Sister Elaine Betoncourt, CSJ
Sister Eliabeth Vonderhaar, IHM
Sister Elizabeth Bowyer, SNDdeN
Sister Elizabeth Connolly

Sister Elizabeth Granger CSJ
Sister Ellen Marie Doyle

Sister Emily Masse, O.P., chair of the Jpic Peace and Integrity of creation Committee
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Sister Gail Anne Addis
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Sister Gail Paveglio

Sister Geraldine Milbert

Sister Geraldine Nowak

Sister Geraldine Paluszak
Sister Gloria Marie Jones, OP
Sister Honora C Nolty

Sister Jan Craven, SP

Sister Jane Ann Cherubin, SC
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Sister Jane lannaccone, SP
Sister Jane M. Reilly, CSJ
Sister Jane Snyder, IHM
Sister Janet Burkhart

Sister Jean Fallon

Sister Jean Fuqua, SP

Sister Jean Miller

Sister Jeanette Hagelskamp, SP
Sister Jeanne Rollins, OSF
Sister Jeanne Shary, OP
Sister Jeanne Thurin HM
Sister Jeremy Gallet, SP
Sister Jo Marie Chrosniak, HM
Sister Jo'’Ann Marie De Quattro SNJM
Sister Joan DiProspere

Sister Joan Repka, SC

Sister Joan Williams

Sister Joanna Carroll

Sister Joanne Doi

Sister Jocelyn Quijano

Sister Joellen Sbrissa, CSJ
Sister Joseph Spring

Sister Josephine Patti, GNSH
Sister Joyce Ballerino

Sister Joyce C.Bell, IHM, JPIC Representative
Sister Joyce Caulfield

Sister Joyce Kahle

Sister Joyce Serratore, SC
Sister Judith Ansberry

Sister Judith Best, SSND
Sister Judith Brunell, OP
Sister Judy Cervizzi, SP
Sister Judy Niday, CPPS
Sister Julia Walsh FSPA
Sister Julie Driscoll

Sister Karen Kaelin

Sister Katherine Manley, SP
Sister Kathleen

Sister Kathleen Boyle, SSJ
Sister Kathleen Bryant

Sister Kathleen Kaiser, CSJ
Sister Kathleen R. Neely, OSU
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Sister Kris Schrader, ASC
Sister Linda Faulhaber CSJ
Sister Linda Neil

Sister Linda Thompson, SP
Sister Lois Best

Sister Louise Grundish, Sister of Charity Archivist
Sister Louise Levesque, OP
Sister Lucille Brislin

Sister Lucille Martinez

Sister M Jean Keeley

Sister Madeline Fitzgerald, Sister of Saint Clare
Sister Margaret Carey

Sister Margaret Cessna

Sister Margaret Guzzardo, CSJ
Sister Margaret M. Englert
Sister Margaret Markey

Sister Marge Eilerman, Pastoral Associate
Sister Marguerite Polcyn
Sister Maria Benoit

Sister Maria Goetschalckx, SC
Sister Maria lai

Sister Maria Orlandini

Sister Maria Patricia Spino
Sister Maria Viatori

Sister Marian Behrle

Sister Marian r mansius

Sister Marie Fennewald

Sister Marie Lucey

Sister Marie McCarthy, SP
Sister Marietta Fahey, SHF
Sister Marilyn Baker, SP
Sister Marilyn Kofler SP

Sister Marilyn Morgan

Sister Marilyn Nickol

Sister Marita Beumer, CPPS
Sister Marjorie C Polys, IHM
Sister Marjorie Everett

Sister Marjorie Lawless

Sister Martha C Larsen

Sister Martha Walsh

Sister Mary Alice O'Brien
Sister Mary Ann Buckley
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Sister Mary Ann Cashin

Sister Mary Ann Clifford, RSM

Sister Mary Ann McCauley, SP

Sister Mary Ann Penner

Sister Mary Ann Phelan, SP

Sister Mary Beth Klingel, SP

Sister Mary Brigid Clingman, OP

Sister Mary Cynthia Ann Machlik, CSSF
Sister Mary De Bruin

Sister Mary Duddey

Sister Mary Elizabeth Lawrence

Sister Mary Ellen Howard, RSM

Sister Mary Ellen Meckley

Sister Mary Geneva Bonhote

Sister Mary J DeJonckheere

Sister Mary Jo Nelson, OLVM

Sister Mary Joan Huggard

Sister Mary Lou Schmersal

Sister Mary Mark Dede, SP

Sister Mary Mundy, SP

Sister Mary O'Brien, Tioga County Rural Ministry Executive Director, CSJ
Sister Mary Ondreyco

Sister Mary R. Reilly, OSF

Sister Mary Sean Hodges, Dominican Sister, Mission San Jose
Sister Mary Small, SSJ

Sister Mary Southard

Sister Mary Waskowiak, Sister of Mercy
Sister Mary-Alice O OBrien

Sister Maryann Golonka, HM

Sister Maureen Fallon, SP

Sister Monica Gundler

Sister Monica Sanchez

Sister Nancy Bartasavich, SP

Sister Nancy Linenkugel

Sister Noella Poinsette, OSF, Director of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation
Sister Norene Wu, SP

Sister Pamela Falkowski

Sister Pamela Falter

Sister Pamela Wagner

Sister Pat Lupo, OSB

Sister Pat Madden, SSJ

Sister Patricia Ann Vales
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Sister Patricia Gardner
Sister Patricia Kremer

Sister Patricia Laffey, Sister of Charity
Sister Patricia Looney

Sister Patricia Wittberg
Sister Paula Damiano, SP
Sister Paula Modaff, SP
Sister Phyllis Sellner, osf
Sister Rebecca Aelker
Sister Regina Ann Laurich
Sister Rita Musante

Sister Roberta Miller

Sister Roberta S. Smith, OSF
Sister Romina Sapinoso, SC
Sister Rose Ann Eaton, SP
Sister Rose M. Quilter

Sister Rosemarie J. Tedesco
Sister Ruth Harkins, IHM
Sister Ruth Johnson, SP
Sister Mary Catherine Faller
Sister Sally Duffy, SC

Sister Sandra K Howe, SC
Sister Sandra LoPorto

Sister Selena Wilson, OP
Sister Sharon Altendorf
Sister Sheila Holly, SSJ
Sister SheilaMarie Tobbe
Sister Sister Clarita Trujillo, OLVM
Sister Stephanie Spandl|
Sister Susan Bernard

Sister Susan Blomstad, osf
Sister Susan Wilcox, CSJ
Sister Suzanne Dailey, SP
Sister Suzanne Duzen
Sister Teresa Laengle, Sisters of Charity Councilor
Sister Terri Boland, SP
Sister Theresa Chato

Sister Theresa KOERNKE
Sister Theresa Scanlon
Sister Therese Dowd, SSJ
Sister Therese Marie Wieczorek
Sister Tracey Horan, SP
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Sister Tracy Kemme, SC

Sister Veronica Wiedower
Sister Helen Rodriguez-Marin
Sitting Elder Julie T. Hast

Sr. Rose Ann Ficker

Sr. Anne Flanagan, SNDdeN
Sr. Annie Killian, OP, PhD

Sr. Barbara Woeste, O.S.B.

Sr. Bernadette Anello

Sr. Bernadette Schuler

Sr. Beth LeValley, Sister of St. Joseph of Rochester
Sr. Betty McVeigh, SSJ

Sr. Carol Karnitsky, SSCM

Sr. Carole Griswold

Sr. Celeste Marie Nuttman, RSM
Sr. Christa Franzer, Congregational Minister
Sr. Christine Mura, DC

Sr. Christine Rody

Sr. Dolores Maguire

Sr. Eileen McKenzie, FSPA

Sr. Georgia Christensen, FSPA
Sr. Ginny King, OP

Sr. Jeannette Lucey

Sr. Joan Agro, OP

Sr. Joan Heptig, CSJ

Sr. Joan Hornick

Sr. Joan Margret Schwager

Sr. Joan Mumaw, IHM

Sr. Joy Jensen, S.L., Ph.D.

Sr. Judith Riese, CDP

Sr. Judy Lu McDonnell, OP

Sr. Kathleen Byrnes, SC

Sr. Kathleen McManus, OP

Sr. Leanne Jablonski FMI

Sr. Lorraine Cooper

Sr. Margaret J. Kling, csjp

Sr. Margaret Oravez

Sr. Maria Louise Edwards

Sr. Mary Cumbo

Sr. Mary Hartnett, RSM

Sr. Mary Jo Gasdorf

Sr. Mary Shaw, Coordinator of Justice and Peace
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Sr. Mary Therese Thorman

Sr. Mary Tomlinson

Sr. Maureen Mclnerney, OP

Sr. Michele Pettit

Sr. Nancy O'Shea, SNDdeN

Sr. Nancy Richter, General Counselor

Sr. Patrice Owens, JPIC Coordinator

Sr. Patricia A. Warbritton, CSJ

Sr. Patricia L. Hill

Sr. Rose Therese Nolta, SSpS

Sr. Rosella Slusser, SC

Sr. Stephanie Thompson

Sr. Susan Dinnin, SP

Sr. Therese Carolan

Sr. Therese Randolph, RSM

Stephanie Rivas

Sufi Sadaya Zimmerle

Susan Saudek, Immigration/Sanctuary committee
Suzanne E. Wallin, Sister of Charity of NY

Suzanne Gallagher, Justice Team Member, Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
Tarek Shawky, Muslim Lay Leader

The Rev. Britta Meiers Carlson

The Rev. Erin Jones

The Rev. Persida Rivera-Mendez, MDiv

The Rev. Tomas Bayou

The Reverend Dr. Sharon G. Thornton, PhD

The Reverend Janet Katari

The Reverend Odette Lockwood-Stewart

Theresa Firenze, Sister of St. Francis of Philadelphia
Theresa M. Cameranesi, RN, MSN

Vera Ruotolo, SNJM

Vice President Marianne Gaynor, IHM

Virginia Jung, OSB

Virginia Traxler, Member Plymouth Church Welcoming Migrants Committee
Vivien Linkhauer, Retired

Wendy Gist, Immigrant Accompaniment Organizer, Presbytery of San Gabriel (PCUSA)
Wendy Horikoshi

William Joyce

Yvette Perrault, Sister of Mercy
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